THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
Piisudski was pondering whom to appoint as the first
official military attache at Paris and Brussels. Colonel
Wieniawa-Dlugoszowski, now Polish Ambassador at
Rome, proposed Major Beck, and the Marshal willingly
agreed to the suggestion. Then it was that the Major
served as the Attache at the Paris Embassy from January,
1922, until late in the fall of 1923. He thus appeared
definitely embarked on a diplomatic career. But he
was not to go straight on from strength to strength, for
it was just at that period, when he had hardly been
little, more than a year in his new office, that
Marshal Piisudski retired for a time from public
life.
Poland had found herself confronted during the first
few years of her independent life with a very complicated
task. There she was, fitted up out of three different parts
of three different empires, each part having lived under
different systems of law, and each having had a different
coinage and a different political system. The fields of
her peasants had been laid waste. Her communications
were disorganized. Marks, roubles, and kronen circu-
lated in the country, but their value was low and
uncertain. Bolshevik Russia, as appeared even in the
earlier days of the kst chapter, exercised an unsettling
influence on the Polish masses. How was order to be
evoked out of this apparent chaos? Now without
political, financial, and economic troubles of a very
serious order: and the man at the end of affairs had to
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